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TO 

THE 

DULVEETON 

RURAL 

DISTRICT 

com^ciL 

I.lr  Chairmstn,  Ladies  and  Grentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  Lulverton 
Rural  District  d\iring  the  year  I968. 

The  headings  are  those’  formulated  by  the  iilinistry  of  Health* 
STATTSTTHfi  A-^_Sr¥irA.L  flQTmTTJmR  OF  THE  . AREA 


Area: 

Population 

Number  of  inhabited 
houses  as  per  rate  books 


78,159  acres 
4O8O  (1968  estimate) 

1514 


Sum  represented  by  a 

penny  rates  £340 

Social  Conditions s-  The  vast  majority  of  the  inhabitants 

are  engaged  on  agricultural  pursuits 
and  appear  to  bo  exceptionally 
healthy  in  consequence. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1968 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Live  Births  Legitimate  ...  , , , , , . ... 

41 

21 

20 

Live  Births  Illegitimate  ...  ...  .,,, 

2 

1 

1 

Deaths  from  all  causes  •«»  ... 

46 

25 

21 

Still  Births  «*•  *••  ...  «•* 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 
Live  Births  Ratio  adjusted  to  national  rate 
Stillbirths  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 

Death  Rate  -ratio  to  National  Rate 

1 

10.5 

0.77 

23 

11.3 

0,87 

1 

NIL 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Total 

I^le 

Female 

Under  1 year  of  Age 

1 

1 

Under  4 weeks  of  age 

1 

- 

1 

Under  1 v/eek  of  age 

1 

- 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Under  1 year  of  age  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  23 
Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  45 
PRLVALEHCE  A^TD  CONTROL  OVER.  INITlCTIOnS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES* 


Ho  particular  disease  v/as  unduly  prevalent  during  the  year. 
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VACCniATIOHS 


Vaccinations  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  I968 
in  the  Dulverton  Rural  District  NIL 

Medical  practitioners  now  carry  out  vaccinations « 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEiiSES  (0'HE]R  TIIAH  TUBERCULOSIS) 


Small  Pox  ♦ ♦ « 

Total  Cases 

Notified 

Cases  admitted 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

• 4 4 

- 

- 

- 

Diptheria  ... 

t • • 

4 4 4 

- 

- 

- 

Measles  , . . 

# « • 

4 4 4 

2 

- 

- 

Yifho oping  Cough 

4 ♦ • 

444 

4 

- 

- 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

• • • 

444 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

« » • 

4 4 4 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas  ... 

4 • 4 

4 4 4 

“ 

- 

- 

Other  Diseases  notifiable 

Influenzal  Plexirisy  . . • 

locally 

444 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

4 • 4 

4 4 4 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  Poliomylitis 

4 • • 

444 

- 

- 

- 

Dy sentry 

4 4 • 

4 4 4 

- 

- 

Anthrax  . . . 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

jPeaths  from  Cancer 


Lung  1,  Leulcaemia  1,  Stomach  1,  Others  7*  Total  «=  10 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  mortality  from  cancer  which 
has  taken  place  in  the  Dulverton  Rural  District  during  the  past  15  years. 


Gastric  Cancer 

23 

Cancer  of  Bowel 

7 

Testis 

1 

Ovary 

3 

Bladder 

6 

Oesophagus 

9 

Breast 

26 

Pancreas 

3 

Uterus 

6 

Prostate 

3 

Rectum 

5 

Larynx 

1 

Bronchus 

15 

Valvae 

1 

Brain 

1 

Orbit 

1 

Rodent  Ulcer  of  Scalp 

1 

Cervix 

1 

Leukaemia 

4 

Others 

24 

Total  = U7 
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GEEERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  HT  THED  AKSA 


Home  Nixrsing  and  Itidv/ives 

These  services  are  provided  by  the  Health  Department  of  the  Somerset 
Coimty  Coxmcil,  Three  District  N\irses  reside  within  the  area  and  where 
required  there  is  liasion  T/ith  the  Local  Authority, 

Home  Heins 

The  Plome  Help  service  is  operated  and  controlled  by  the  Welfare 
Dept,,  of  the  Somerset  County  Council.  A number  of  cases  of  elderly 
persons  living  alone  are  referred  to  the  Home  Help  Organiser  and  in  most 
cases  assistance  has  been  provided  v/hich  has  resulted  in  a general 
improvement  in  home  conditions. 

Infectious  Diseases 

Where  required  cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  removed  to  isolation 
hospitals  outside  the  area  and  the  necessary  enquiries  and  investigations 
are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector, 

Laboratories 

Arrangements  for  the  carrying  out  of  Pathological  and  Bacteriollgical 
Examinations,  Analysis  of  Foodstuffs  etc.,  are  rna.de  with  the  Somerset 
County  Laboratory  at  County  Hall,  Taunton  and  with  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  a,t  llusgrove  Park  Hospital,  Taunton. 

Ambulande  Facilities 


These  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Somerset  County  Council, 
Hospitals 

There  are  no  hospitals  of  any  description  v/ithin  the  area.  Hospital 
accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  diseases  remains  unchanged. 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes. 

There  are  no  maternity  or  Nursing  Homes  vrithin  the  area  of  this 
Authority,  TThere  necessary  maternity  cases  are  removed  to  Minehead, 
Tiverton  o±  Taunton  Hospitals.  Cases  of  Maternal  Mortality  and  pueperal 
Pyrexia  are  investigated  by  the  County  Authority,  Ante-Natal  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinic  is  held  at  Exmoor  House,  Dulverton  each  month. 

Institutional  Provisions  for  the  Care  of  the  Meiutal  Defective . 

There  are  no  such  institutions  within  the  area  of  this  Authority, 


Diptheria  IzDOunisations  and  Ve-co-i nations. 

Diptheria  Immunisations,  poliomyelitis  and  smallpox  vaccinations  are 
carried  out  by  general  practitioners  and  at  the  monthly  clinic  held  at 
Exmoor  House,  Dulverton, 
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PT3BLIC  TTEAJLTIi  mVIROmmT  OP  THE  MEA 


(1)  Water  Sup-ply 

The  West  Somerset  Water  Board  are  the  Statutory  Undertakers  for 
most  public  supplies  in  the  area  of  the  Bulverton  Rural  District,  the 
only  exception  being  a small  area  at  Oldways  End  in  the  parishes  of 
Dulverton  and  Brushford  supplied  by  the  North  Devon  Water  Board, 

Nine  out  of  a total  of  eleven  parishes  in  the  area  have  a public 
water  supply  but  these  supplies  usually  serve  the  Village  only  leaving 
momerous  properties  throughout  the  scattered  area  to  be  dependent  upon 
private  supplies  in  many  cases  serving  one  property  only. 

Routine  samples  are  taken  from  all  public  supplies  at  regular 
intervals  and  submitted  for  Bacteriological  and  Chemical  examinations. 

The  results  of  the  samples  so  taken  are  set  out  in  the  Public  Health 
Iispector' s report, 

A survey  by  the  West  Somerset  Water  Board  to  establish  the  amount 
of  lead  in  public  water  supplies  revealed  amounts  slightly  in  excess 
of  those  recommended  by  the  World  Health  Organisation  in  just  one  or  'iTJo 
supplies  in  this  area  and  remedial  measures  have  been  recommended  by  tiie 
West  Somerset  Water  Board, 

The  private  supply  v/hich  serves  the  Village  of  Exton  is  believed 
to  be  insufficient  to  meet  all  demands  at  certain  times  of  the  year 
and  should  from  a point  of  view  of  Public  Health  be  the  subject  of 
some  fiarther  investigation. 

(2)  Drainage  and  Sewera/re 

This  subject  is  dealt  with  fully  in  the  Public  Health  Inspector's 
section  of  this  report, 

(3)  Rivers  and  Stream  Pollution. 

The  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams  is  dealt  with  mainly  by 
the  Devon  River  Authority. 

(4)  Further  improvement  schemes  were  completed  during  the  year  to 
improve  toilet  facilities  at  a number  of  primary  schools  within  the  area. 
These  improvements  which  in  most  cases  provided  ne\7  and  modern  facilities 
v/ithin  the  main  building  itself,  replaced  old  and  insanitary  accommodation 
in  many  oaeea  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  school  playground  and  such 
improvements  were  long  overdue.  Schools  where  such  works  have  been 
carried  out  are  at  Withypool,  Exford  Winsford,  Dulverton,  Brompton  Regis 
and  Upton, 

The  majority  of  schools  have  kitchens  attached  where  school 
meals  are  prepared  and  these  premises  are  inspected  from  time  to  time 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  to  ensure  conp]Jhrice  with  the  Pood  I-fygiene 
Regulations. 

A number  of  schools  in  the  area  have  their  own  swimming  pools- 
mpstly  of  the  small  teacher/ training  type.  Each  pool  is  provided  with 
a filtration  unit  and  careful  watch  of  the  quality  of  the  water  in  these 
pools  is  kept  by  the  County  Health  Authorities. 

Public  Cleansing. 

See  Public  Health  Inspector'  s Reporli 
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TOBERaJLQSIS 


No  new  cdses  of  !Pul>ereul£>5i9  were  notified  during  I968. 

thanks  are  again  due  to  lir  Organ  and  Mrs  Davenport  for  their 
assistance  in  oonqpiling  this  report. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


GEORGE  NICHOLSON . 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


Council  Offices, 
Exnoor  House, 
DULVERTON. 

Somerset , 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFBIIBl'TT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURPIG  19^8  IK  THE  BUBAL  DISTRICT  OF  TOJLVERTOH 


DULVERTON 


RURAL 


DISTRICT 


CPU  N C I L 


Report  of  the  Public  Health  Ins-pector  & Surveyor  for  the  Year  1968 


P REP  A C E 


Mt  Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen. 


I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  report  for  1968.  my  eleventh  as  your 
Public  Health  Inspector  & Surveyor.  Tl^e  report  includes  information  required 
by  the  JiLnistry  of  Health  Circular  1/69  and  of  -t other  Government  Departments. 

The  statistics  and  comments  in  the  following  pages  give  some  indication 
of  the  wide  nature  of  the  duties  performed,  all  of  which  however  are  directly 
linked  with  the  maintenance  and  improvement  of  Public  Health  conditions  in  the 
area.  Other  duties  such  as  planning  control,  supervision  of  direct  and  contract 
Labour  #ccupies  much  time  and  coupled  with  ever  increasing  administrative 
works  leaves  less  time  each  year  for  routine  matters.  Staff  shortages  caused 
3y  the  resignation  of  the  Technical  Assistant  v/as  the  main  cause  for  a reduction 
Ln  the  number  of  visits,  but  with  the  post  refilled  together  with  the  addition 
of  a Junior  Clerk  this  should  allow  and  provide  for  more  efficient  operation 
of  the  department  in  the  futirre, 

I can  report  a year  of  steady  progress  in  the  various  activities  of  the 
iepartment.  Work  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  proceeded 
and  steady  but  progressive  improvements  can  be  noted  in  the  general  standards 
of  such  premises.  The  same  remarlcs  may  be  applied  to  T/orks  in  connection  with 
bhe  implementation  of  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations. 

I again  express  my  thanks  to  all  membersof  the  Co\incil  for  their  support, 
to  Dr,  Nicholson  for  his  helpand  advice  and  to  all  members  of  the  staff, 
particularly  to  Squire^ and  Mrs  Davenport  for  their  loyal  semrice  during  the 

/ear. 


I am.  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.J.  ORGAN. 

Pxiblic.  Health  Inspector  & Surveyor. 
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Public  Health  Inspector's  Report  for  the  Year  ended  31st  December, 196 9. 


The  total  number  of  inspections  and  visits  made  during  the  year  amounted 
to  1476  and  the  details  below  indicate  the  multifarious  nature  of  these  duties. 

GENEEIAL  SMITATIQN 


Visits  in  connection  with  Water  Supplies  (main  and  Private  Supplies)  101 

Visits  in  connection  v/ith  draina^  of  Private  Buildings  39 

Sev/age  Works  210 

Moveable  Dwellings  (Caravans,  Tents  etc.,)  25 

Enforcement  of  Petroleum  Regulations  18 

Public  Conveniences  ^6 

j Flood  Prevention  Works  I6 

I Factories  12 

|r 

j Offices,  Shope  etc.,  1 

!: 

'I  Refuse  Collection  and  Dispose,!  (including  Litter  Collection  and  control  59 

i Rodent  Control  44 

General  Nuisance  and  Complaints  39 

: Schools  16 

; Licensed  Premises  9 

I iliscellaneous  Public  Health  Llatters  I6 

New  Constructional  Works  (Local  Authority)  57 

' Nev/  Constructional  Works  (Private)  218 

HOUSING 

! Routine  Inspections  of  Council  Houses  ^6 

I Visits  in  connection  with  repair  and  maintenance  of  Council  Houses  253 

j Inspections  and  re-inspection  of  private  houses  under  Housing  Acts  25 

Investigation  of  Improvement  Grant  application  and  liiscellaneous  24 

^ INPBCTIOUS  DISE/xSES 

I Enquiries  and  other  Iliscellaneous  Liatters  4 

INSPECTION  OF  IviEAT  AND  OTEEli  FOODS. 

Total  Meat  Inspection  Visits  I48 

' Routine  visits  shops  and  other  Establishments  rei  enforcements 
^ of  Fodd  Hygiene  Regulations  28 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  3 


Total  - 1476 
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H 0 TJ  S I U G 


(a)  Goijncil  Houses. 


No  nevv  Coimcil  dwellings  were  erected  and  no  existing  Council 
houses  T/ere  sold  dxiring  I968,  The  total  number  of  dv/ellings  owned  by 
the  Council  at  31st  December, I968  remained  therefore  at  258  made  up 
as  folloT/ss- 


Pre  1939  type  houses  77 
Post  1945  " " 100 
Two  bedroomed  bungalows  J1 
Old  Peoples  Bxmgalows  8 
Shhp  and  Plat  1 
Bamsclose  Farm.  1 

Total  = 258 


Further  progress  was  made  during  the  year  on  the  preparation 
of  new  schemes  by  the  Council's  Architects.  Tenders  were  invited 
in  connection  with  11  dwellings  proposed  at  Pixton  Way,  Dulverton 
(Phase  II  - Stage  i)  but  no  Tender  could  be  accepted  as  none  of 
those  received  came  within  the  J/Iinistry' s Housing  Cost  Yardstick 
figure.  The  Scheme  was  eventually  transferred  to  the  I969  programme. 

The  following  schemes  were  approved  by  the  Ihnistry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  for  inclusion  in  the  Council's  I969  Housing 
Programme, 


Pixton  Way  Phase  II  - Stage  I 
Pixton  Way  Phase  II  - Stage  2 

and  a reserve  group  to  includes- 

Winsford  Ash  Lane 
Bridget  ovm 


11  dwelling, 
6 dwellings 


4 dwellings 
3 dT/ellings 


Further  progress  was  also  made  during  the  year  on  the  improve- 
ment of  hot  water  installations  at  post  war  Council  Houses,  These 
works  T/hich  considted  of  the  replacement  of  existing  combined  solid 
fuel  cookers/water  heaters  by  an  approved  type  boiler  with  new  tiled 
STJirround  v/ere  undertaken  by  direct  labour  and  a total  of  I6  dwellings 
were  completed  during  the  year.  In  an  endeavoxir  to  expedite  these  works 
the  Council  towards  the  end  of  the  year  invited  tenders  from  Contractor*  s 
in  respect  of  a total  of  24  bungalows  and  these  woiks  were  due  to 
commence  early  in  19^9 • 

With  the  exception  of  external  decorations  the  majority  of 
routine  maintenance  works  T/er4  undertaken  by  the  small  direct  labovir 
force  virhich  is  controlled  and  supervised  by  the  department. 

During  the  year  the  Council  accepted  a Contractor' s estimate 
for  the  re-wiring  of  11  Council  Houses  at  Dulverton,  Further  works 
of  this  nature  must  necessarily  be  expected  during  the  next  fev/  years. 

The  lack  of  adequate  off-street  parking  facilities  at  a number 
of  Council  owned  estates  throughout  the  district  is  becoming  increasingly 
apparent  and  is  a matter  to  which  the  Council  should  give  serious 
consideration  in  the  near  future. 
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("b)  Private  Housinfc  and  Action  under  Housin,;?  Acts. 

Eleven  private  dwellings  v/ere  erected  during  the  year  as  compared 
with  five  for  the  previous  year.  The  nvmber  efected  equals  the  figure 
of  1965  which  was  the  highest  figure  recorded  over  the  past  12  years, 
the  steady  increase  in  the  nunher  of  new  private  dwellings  is  therefore 
being  maintained.  A fixrther  11  dwellings  were  in  course  of  construction 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  these  figures  do  of  course  include  the  dwellings 
situated  on  the  new  private  development  estate  in  course  of  construction 
at  Jury  Road,  Pulverton, 

The  total  number  of  dwellings  erected  in  the  district  from  1st 
April  1945  to  31st  Decemher  I968  is  as  follows s- 


Local  Authority 

181 

Private  Enterprise 

106 

Time  and  Place  ITotices  under  the  Housing  Acts  v/ere  served 
in  respect  of  3 properties  and  the  following  action  takens- 

Pemolition  Order  made  1 

Undertakings  accepted  1 

Referred  to  Somerset  County 
Council  res  possible 

acquisition  for  highways  im-provement  1 

- ■ - -3  ■ 

Further  survey  work  to  establish  unfit  properties  and  to  compile 

an  accurate  record  of  houses  still  'without  modem  amenities  was  not 
possible  owing  to  staff  shortages  and  changes. 

No  nov/  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported  dtiring  the  year, 

(c)  Improvement  Grants 
(i)  Discretionary 

Number  of  applications  and  houses  dealt  with  by  Local 


Authority  during  the  years - 


(1) 

Received 

(2 

Appro 

) 

ved 

Applications 

Number  of  Dwellings 

Applications 

Number  of  Dwellings 

3 

3 

3 

3 

NOTE  Number  of  applications  approved  in  respect  of  owner/ occupied  dwellings 
during  year 3 

Average  cost  per  dv/elling  approved  during  year,....,,  £1,022, 

Amount  of  grant  payable  by  Local  Authority  £855  • 

(ii)  Standard 

1,  Number  of  applications  (a)  Received  2 

(b)  Approved  2 

t.  Number  of  houses  where  standard  amenities  have  been  provided  4 


- 12  - 


HOTE 


Number  of  applicatione  approved  in  respect  of  owner/ occupier 
during  year  2 

Any  observations 

The  figure  given  at  (2)  above  indicates  the  No.  of  dwellings  provided 
with  Standard  amenities  dxrcing  the  year.  The  total  No,  provided  with  such 
amenities  since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  now  amount  to  59# 

(iii)  General  Observations  relating  to  Improvement  Grants, 

The  total  No.  of  Grants  approved  during  the  year  shows  a decrease 
of  12  from  the  previous  year.  It  has  been  suggested  new  legislation  which  may 
be  introduced  during  19^9  may  prescribe  ne?;  upper  limits  for  grants, 

YJATER  SUPPLT 


(a)  Public  Supplies 

Nine  villages  throughout  the  district  are  provided  T/ith  a public 
supply  by  the  West  Somerset  Y/ater  Board,  l/Zater  for  each  supplyis  obtained 
from  local  spring  sources,  each  with  its  own  independent  distribution  system. 

The  majority  of  these  supplies  now  have  small  treatment  plants  attached  and 
the  quality  of  water  supplied  v/as  generally  satisfactory.  In  cases  where  results 
of  samples  were  unsatisfactoi^y  follow  up  - of  samples  were  taken  after  corrective 
treatment  had  been  applied. 

The  majority  of  samples  taken  by  the  department  were  analysed 
by  the  West  Somerset  Water  Board,  others  were  submitted  to  hhe  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Results  of  samples  taken  for  Bacteriological  examinations  are  as 
follows s- 


SUPPLY 


Total  No. 

No,  found 

Nol  found 

of  samples 

satisfactory 

\ins  at  i s f ac  1 0 ry 

Bulverton  and  Brushford 

14 

14 

- 

Bulverton  {Jxary  Road) 

14 

13 

1 

Brompton  Regis 

14 

13 

1 

Huish  Chanpflower 

13 

11 

2 

Bridgetown 

12 

11 

1 

Wins ford 

14 

12 

2 

Skilgate  (Old) 

11 

10 

1 

" (New) 

17 

13 

4 

Exford 

14 

U 

1 

Withypool 

12 

11 

1 

135 

121 

■ ■■  14 

The  total  No.  of  samples  taken  show  an  increase  of  47  over  the  previous 
year.  Sampling  is  undertaken  on  a routine  basis  to  ensure  sampling  of  each 
public  supply  at  least  one  per  month. 

In  addition  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  examinations  and  a summary 
of  the  results  obtained  by  the  Public  Analyst  is  set  out  in  Appendix  1 of  this 
report. 


A special  survey  was  made  by  the  West  Somerset  Water  Board  to  detect 
the  amount  of  lead  in  public  supplies  and  where  this  proved  to  be  excessive 
the  Board  are  taking  the  necessary  st4ps  to  remedy  this  fault. 

No  complaints  of  shortages  were  received  during  the  year  from  areas 
supplied  by  the  Board. 
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Of  the  1514  dwellings  throughout  the  area  approximately  1,000  are 
connected  to  a mains  supply,  the  remainder  - mostly  outlying  farms  and 
cottages  rely  on  private  springs  and  wells* 

Private  Sup-plies 

Six  samples  were  taken  from  private  supplies,  4 of  these  being  found 
tinsatisfactory , Advice  v/as  given  as  to  remedial  works  required  to  improve 
these  usually  small  private  supplies.  Further  investigations  are  required 
into  some  small  private  supplies  serving  small  estates  and  hamlets  and  it ' 
is  hoped  to  undertake  additional  sampling  of  these  supplies  in  the  future. 

MOVEABIF  FY/ELLllTGS 


A total  of  foxir  sites  are  licensed  under  the  Caravan  sites  and  Control  of 
Development  Act,  i960,  each  site  being  licensed  for  one  caravan  only.  All 
sites  were  satisfactorily  maintained. 

A number  of  caravans  were  found  to  be  stationed  within  the  area  on  various 
sites  particularly  during  the  summer  months.  In  most  cases  the  use  of  such 
unlicensed  sites  is  within  the  permitted  limits  which  exempts  such  sites  from 
control. 

In  addition  the  Caravan  Club  site  at  the  rear  of  Exmoor  House,  Dulverton 
which  EocOE2nodated  25  caravans  continued  in  use.  This  site,  under  the  super- 
vision of  a resident  T/arden  is  maintained  to  an  exceedingly  high  standard,  and 
credit  must  be  paid  to  the  Warden  for  his  efforts  which  are  often  the  subject 
of  praise  by  many  tourists  to  hhe  site. 

During  the  year  negotiations  were  completed  between  the  Caravan  Club 
and  the  Coioncil  for  an  extension  to  the  original  site,  which  Y/ill  double  the 
available  space  to  provide  sites  for  50  Caravans.  Site  development  works  were 
commenced  during  the  siimmer  and  the  additional  site  v;ill  be  available  for  use 
during  1969* 

One  site  at  Exford  is  licensed  under  the  Public  Health  Act  for  tents. 

SEWERAGE  & DBAHTAGE. 

The  new  Sewerage  & Sewage  Disposal  scheme  for  Winsford  was  completed 
during  the  stimmer  of  I968  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  majority  of  premises 
for  which  the  scheme  had  been  designed  had  been  connected. 

Sewerage  systems  are  now  provided  for  the  Villages  of  Dulverton,  Brushford, 
Ebcford  and  Winsford  and  in  addition  the  Council  also  maintain  certain  old 
systems  at  Brompton  Regis  and  Oldways  End. 

Routine  sampling  of  effluents  from  the  main  sewage  disposal  works  was 
continued  by  the  Devon  River  Authority  and  at  the  ond  of  the  year  the  Co\anoil 
had  under  consideration  a scheme  to  review  the  maintenance  arrangements  which 
hitherto  has  b^n  undertaken  by  the  direct  labour  force  in  corljunction  with 
other  duties.  Due  to  the  imposition  of  higher  standards  demanded  of  the  quality 
of  sewage  works  effluent  it  is  hecoming  a more  specialist  task  to  maintain  such 
works  and  a gang  especially  trained  and  equipped  to  undertake  such  works  is 
becoming  increasingly  necessary. 

Further  works  on  the  preparation  of  documents  for  a proposed  scheme  to 
serve  the  Village  of  Bridgetown  were  undertaken  by  the  Council’s  Consulting 
Engineers  and  this  scheme  was  investigated  and  subsequently  approved  by  the 
I'Jlinistry.  It  was  anticipated  tenders  would  be  invited  during  the  early  part  of 

1969. 

The  Covincil  gave  instructions  to  Consulting  Engineers  to  prepare  a ^heme 
for  the  renewal  of  pumps  and  storm  overflow  at  the  Brushford  (School  End) 
Pumping  Station. 
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Documents  in  connection  with  a proposal  to  provide  a comprehensive  sewerage 
scheme  to  the  Village  of  Brompton  Regis  were  further  considered  by  the  Council 
but  final  decision  was  deferred  pending  the  outcome  of  more  positive  infonaation 
in  connection  with  the  siting  of  the  proposed  reservoir  scheme  having  regard  that 
one  of  the  sites  under  consideration  (at  Hartford,  Bron^ton  Regis)  could  affect 
the  Brompton  Regis  act erne. 

Plans  and  documents  in  connection  v;ith  the  Council’s  proposals  to  relay 
certain  lengths  of  sower  to  provide  a new  sewage  disposal  works  for  Dulverton 
were  prepared  by  the  Consulting  Engineers  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  thepe  were 
being  submitted  to  the  various  authorities  for  approval. 


REFUSE  COLLBCTIOR  & BISPOSAL 


Regular  collections  of  household  refuse  were  made  from  the  majority 
of  premises  within  the  district  and  only  a fe¥/  very  isolated  premises  are  not 
covered  by  this  service.  Frequency  of  collections  varied  from  once  v/eekly  or 
once  fortnightly  v;hich  shows  a vast  improvement  over  the  service  given  only  a 
few  years  ago  when  in  some  Villages  collections  were  made  only  ohce  every  six  or  c 
eight  weeks.  This  improved  service  was  made  possible  partly  due  to  the  increase 
in  the  capacity  of  the  vehicle  now  being  used. 

The  "Fore  and  Aft"  Karrier  Biesel  refuse  collection  vehicle  purchased 
in  1967  continued  to  give  satisfactory  service  and  the  vehicle  covered  a total 
of  10,973  miles  during  the  year,  using  a total  of  IO74  gal3ions  of  fuel  which 
gives  a fuel  consumption  of  10,4  miles  per  gallon. 

Practically  no  complaints  were  received  in  connection  with  the  operation 
of  this  service  which  again  reflect es  credit  to  the  employees  engaged  in  this 
department . 

Daily  sweeping  of  the  streets  of  Dulverton  was  continued  during  the  year 
and  a contribution  towards  this  service  is  made  by  the  Somerset  County  ®oun»il. 

The  County  Council  also  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  the  provision 
and  emptying  of  Litter  Baskets  v;hich  are  provided  at  a number  of  sites  throughout 
the  area  of  the  National  Park, 

The  introduction  of  the  Civic  Aaonities  Act  imposed  ftirther  duties  and 
responsibilities  upon  Local  Authorities  particularly  with  regard  to  the  removal 
of  abandoned  vehicles  and  other  hullcy  items  of  refuse. 

The  tip  at  Oldways  End  continued  to  be  used  for  the  disposal  of  glass, 
ashes  and  other  non  combustible  items  which  can  not  be  dealt  with  by  the 
incinerators . 

In  anticipation  of  the  possible  demands  T/hich  v/ere  expected  by  xeason 
of  the  Civic  Amenities  Act  coupled  with  the  fact  the  existing  tip  is  likely 
to  be  filled  in  the  next  three  years  a planning  application  was  submitted  in 
espect  of  an  old  railway  cutting  for  use  as  a tip  but  permission  was  regret- 
ably  refused.  Further  efforts  must  therefore  be  made  to  find  suitable 
temative  sites. 


ED3LIC  CONVEITMCES 


The  Council  continued  to  maintain  public  conveniences  at  Dulverton  (2) 
ord  and  Tarr  Steps.  Regular  attention  was  necessary  at  all  conveniences 
d at  Tarr  Speps,  where  in  the  absence  of  proper  water  supply  and  drainage 
he  conveniences  are  of  the  Elsan  Permanent  Self  Draining  Sanitation  type, 
requent  testing  of  the  effluent  from  the  Tarr  Steps  Public  Conveniences  was 
ecessary  to  establish  the  amount  of  chemical  required. 

The  Exmoor  National  Park  Committee  v/ere  again  requested  to  give  consideration 
0 the  provision  of  Public  Comveniences  £tr  Winsford, 

comm  LODGn^G  houses. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  within  the  area. 
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INSPECTION  OF  I.tEAT  MD  OTHER  POOPS  MD  POOP  F.REIIESES. 


The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  of  food  premises  throughout  the 
district  was  generally  satisfacto3::y  but  in  two  cases  the  owners  attention  was 
directed  to  unsatisfactory  conditions. 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  district  in  there  respective 
classifications  is  a,s  follows s- 

a)  Grocers  and  General  Stores 

b)  Butchers 

c)  Bakehouses 

d)  Cafes  and  Restuarants 

(e)  Hotels  and  other  Catering 

Establishments 

f)  School  Kitchens 

g)  .Confectioners 

^ 


17 

2 

1 

5 

m 

11 

2 


Schedule  of  Pood  Premises  sub.iect  to  Pood  Hygiene  (GensEal)  Regulations. 


(i)  Total  No,  of  premises  49 

(ii^  No.  of  Premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Reg. 16  48 

(iii)  No,  of  Premises  to  ?/hich  Reg.  I9  applies  40 

(iv)  No.  of  Premises  fitted  to  comply  v/ith  Reg,19  40 


Ice-Cream 


No  properties  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Ice-Cream,  25 
premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  Ice-Cream, 

Ifeat  and  other  Poods 


Two  small  private  slaughter-houses  at  Pulverton  continued  in  use  during 
the  year  supplying  meat  to  local  shops,  1007^  meat  inspections  was  achieved 


and  the  number  of  animals 
unfit  v/ere  as  followss- 

insx)ected  and  details  Sf  the 

amount 

of  meat 

found 

B ovine s 

Calves 

Sheen 

Pi/?s 

Horses 

Number  Killed 

m6 

1 

546 

NIL 

NIL 

Numbers  Inspected 

116 

1 

546 

NIL 

N NIL 

Weisht  of  Meat  Condemned 

in  lbs. 

Por?- 

(a)  Tuberculisis 

NIL 

NIL) 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

(b)  Cyaticerosos 

Nil 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

(c)  Other 

186 

20 

25 

NIL 

NIL 

Inspections  were  also  made  of  vanious  other  foodstuffs  when  called  upon 
to  do  so  and  the  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  unfit s- 

15  lbs  Tinned  Poods. 

(d)  Poultry  Insuection 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  establishments  within  the  district, 

(e)  The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations  1963 
There  are  no  egg  pasteurisations  within  the  district. 


a''  1^14!.:; 


(f)  mik 

(i)  No.  of  re£:istercd  distributors  (other  than  produce  retailers)  4 

(ii)  No.  of  Registered  dairy  premises  (other  than  dairy  farms)  1 

(iii)  Brucelli  Abortus. 

One  Notice  was  served  during  the  year  vinder  Reg. 20  of  the  !iilk  and 
Dairies  (General)  Regulations  1959 • This  action  followed  discovery  of  brucella 
organism  in  a routine  sample  and  imraediate  action  was  taken  to  prevent  the 
sale  of  untreated  milk.  The  infected  animals  were  however  duly  detected  and 
after  isolation  from  the  remainder  of  the  herd  the  Notice  v/as  later  withdrawn. 


roECTIOUS  DISrlASES 

No  serious  outbreak  of  any  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during  the 

year. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


The  Council  continued  to  employ  a full  tine  Rodent  Operator  throughout 
the  year  who  apart  from  carrying  out  treatments  at  various  properties  as 
required  also  made  the  statutory  surveys  as  required  by  the  Prevention  of 
Damage  of  Pests  Act. 

The  Policy  of  treatment  of  dv/elling  houses  free  of  charge  and  business 
premises  at  ♦ost  prices  remain  unchanged.  Agricultural  contracts  were  also 
continued  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  72  contracts  were  being  undertaken. 

OFFICES.  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PlMvUSES 


Premises 

Number  Re ^<:i stored 

Persons  Emnloved 

Offices 

4 

31 

Retail  Shops 

19 

60 

Wholesale  Depts 

1 

9 

Catering  Establishments 

6 

47 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

1 

3 

A total  of  forty  three  visits  to  establishments  were  carried  out  during 
the  year  which  generally  resulted  in  a satisfactory  standard  being  revealed. 

In  cases  where  impravement  in  conditions  were  required  informal  action 
was  taken  and  faults  to  be  correctad  on  "follow-up"  visits. 
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APPENDIX  1 TOICAL  RESULTS  €F  CHEICECAL  ANALYSES  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES  (IN  PABTS  PER  MLLIOE) 
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DULVERTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  19 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 
PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(f)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities  ... 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (f)  in  which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local  Authority  ... 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding  out-workers’  premises)  . . . 

/ 

/o 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total  . . . 

n 

- 

,2.— Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as 
two,  three  or  more  “ cases.”) 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  m which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 
(6) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Ref( 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

5rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

ms^ 

-- 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

[a)  Insufficient  

i 

— 

1 

— 

(6)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  in- 
cluding offences  relating  to  Out-work) 

-- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

Z- 

t 

/ 

— 

PART  vm  OF  THE  ACT 


Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


-Nature  of  Work 
(1) 

Section  133 

t 

Section  134 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 
133(1)  (c) 

(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

(3) 

No.  of 

prosecutions 

for 

failure 
to  supply 
lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prosecutions 

(7) 

Wearing  > Making,  &c. 
apparel  ^ 

( Cleaning  and 
; Washing  ... 

Household  Linen 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets  . . . 

Curtains  and  furniture  hangings 

Furniture  and  upholstery 

Electro-plate 

File  making  

Brass  and  brass  articles 

Fur  pulling  

Iron  and  steel  cables  and  chains 

Iron  and  steel  anchors  and 
grapnels 

Cart  gear 

Locks,  latches  and  keys 

Umbrellas,  &c.  ... 

Artificial  flowers 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets 

Tents  

Sacks 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls 

1 

» 

• 

PART  Vin  OF  THE  ACT  (Contd.) 


